BIEICK Sash star "always SUcks up 10r Surrey

MISSY PEREGRYM
co-stirs In martial arts drama
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Actress Missy Peregrym
thrilled new WB series is
shooting close to home

By Dana Gee
Televinlon Writor

HOLEYWOOD — Don't expect Missy Pere-
grym ko crack any Surrey girl [okes,

The El-year-old star of the WH's YVancou-
ver-aho! Black Sash says Surrey — her home
slince Grade 4 — and (ts Inhabltants hawve
been unjustly maligned,

“1 don’t know any Surrey jokes,” said the
beautiful ex-Fleetwood Secondary student,
who is in Hollywood for the TV press tour,
"I honestly hate the fact that | can go any-
where and people say, *Oh Surrey, that's
bad,’ But, honestly, it really isn't that bad. |
.]Iw.uvs stick up for Surrey. [1's totally a bad
rep. They say Evu rrey Eirls are easy but a lot
ol people | know aren'l.”

Black Sazh— a dramn about a martial artist
(Romeo Must Die s Russell Wong) who men-

tors kids — ks shot at Ajatan Studios, which
&its in the shadow of the Second Narrows
Bridge at the mouth of the Sevmour River.

"We have an unbelievable set. When it's
sunny we have the water around it's really
privabe it's fresh. It°s great.”

This Morth Shore location ks not only beans
tilul bat it's within the actor’s comiort zone,

I'm 20 happy | could work so close to
home because | think it would have been
very difficult to take thal step and come to
LA, That's like a whole new life that 1 don't
want tor deal with yet,” sald Peregrym, who
lives in the Fleetwood area with her parents
and twa younger skspers. “1t°s great to have
my family around, the support system is
there, The tlme will come when | have Lo
mrve oul but not rlght now.”

While Peregrym's ascent into the world of
acting followed the familiar route of model-
Ing and some work In commercials, the fime
it took her bo travcel thal path was very short,

“'s exciting as well as overwhelming,” she
saicl. *Mioone saw this coming. | think it's unbe-
lievable that this s even happening bo me. You

hwear the storics where people have worked
for years to try and get to where I've gotten
today. IU's amazing — 've been so blessed.”
In the new show, which has yet to be shat-
ted into the WEB's mid-season schedube, Pere
wrym plays Tory Stratton, a troubled, towgh
woung woman who ks struggling to cope with
the death of her father, 185 throaggh her men-
tor and martial arts that zhe finds some
solace and beging 1o develop a sense of self,
For months prlor to shooting, Peregrm
and other cast members, Including Toron:
to's Cory Sevier (Trip Brady), Winnipeg's
Sarah Carter (Allle Bennett) and singer-
actress Brandy's litthe brother, Ray J (Bryan
Lanier), trained in the art of Baguazhang, one
af the three Chinese internal martlal arts,
“I really enjoy the martial arts. it's amaz-
ing,” said Peregrym. "l was very athletic in
hikgh school. [ like to be involved in athletic
things. It's a real nice balance for me.”
Besides, she can always use her new skill
tor kick some butt next time someone Eries
out & Surrey girl joke on her,
dperiyarness weupffeant. co



